Programming with CHIRP
Load every family channel in minutes, the same way on every radio
Program the FT-65R
1. Install CHIRP: Free from chirpmyradio.com
1. Connect the SCU-35 cable: Radio off, cable in, then radio on
1. Download from radio: Radio menu, choose Yaesu FT-65
1. Edit the channels: Frequency, offset, tone and a short name
1. Upload to radio: Save the file first as a backup
Tip: Always download first, then save the file before you change anything.
One row in CHIRP
	Field
	Example

	Frequency
	146.955000

	Name
	W4CAT

	Duplex / Offset
	+ / 0.600000

	Tone mode / Tone
	Tone / 114.8


Keep names short, 6 to 8 letters, so they fit on the screen.
Make it a family system
1. Same list everywhere: Channel 1 means the same thing on every radio
1. Number by purpose: 1–5 family, 6–20 repeaters, 21+ weather
1. Import repeaters: CHIRP can pull nearby listings from RepeaterBook
1. Print a card: Tape a channel list inside the radio case
Sources: CHIRP project documentation
Remember
Download, save, edit, upload, and give every family radio the same channel list.
Test yourself
1. What is CHIRP?
a) A radio brand
b) Free software to program radios
c) A repeater in Nashville
d) A type of antenna
1. What should you do first in CHIRP?
a) Upload a blank list
b) Download from the radio and save it
c) Delete all channels
d) Reset the radio
1. Which cable programs the FT-65R?
a) SCU-35
b) USB-C phone cable
c) Ethernet
d) Coax
1. Why give every family radio the same channel list?
a) It is required by law
b) So channel numbers mean the same thing to everyone
c) It saves battery
d) It improves range
1. Which fields does a repeater channel need?
a) Frequency, offset and tone
b) Only a name
c) Only the frequency
d) A password
Answers
1. Free software to program radios. CHIRP programs many radios from a computer.
2. Download from the radio and save it. Download and save a backup before editing.
3. SCU-35. The Yaesu SCU-35 connects the FT-65R to a computer.
4. So channel numbers mean the same thing to everyone. Matching lists prevent confusion when it counts.
5. Frequency, offset and tone. Without the offset and tone, the repeater won't hear you.
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