Nets and On-Air Manners
Weekly practice sessions where you learn by doing
Checking in to a net
1. Listen for the call: Net control asks for check-ins
1. Give your call sign: Phonetically: 'Whiskey Four Juliet Uniform Mike'
1. Add name and location: If net control asks
1. Wait to be acknowledged: Then listen until the net closes
Why join: Nets are the best practice you can get before a real emergency.
Kinds of nets
1. Weekly club nets: Friendly check-ins and announcements
1. Skywarn nets: Activated when severe weather threatens
1. ARES nets: Emergency practice and real responses
1. Traffic nets: Pass formal written messages
Good habits
Do
1. Listen before you talk
1. Speak clearly and briefly
1. Follow net control
Don't
1. Talk over others
1. Chat during a formal net
1. Break in unless it's urgent
Sources: ARRL Net Directory; local club practice
Remember
Check in to a net every week; practice now makes emergencies easy.
Test yourself
1. Who runs a net?
a) The FCC
b) A net control station
c) The repeater owner only
d) Anyone who talks loudest
1. How do you check in?
a) Say your call sign when net control asks
b) Talk anytime
c) Send a text
d) Press the MONI key
1. Why join a weekly net?
a) It's required
b) Practice before an emergency
c) To earn money
d) To charge batteries
1. Which net activates for severe weather?
a) Skywarn
b) Book club
c) Traffic only
d) None
1. During a formal net you should:
a) Chat freely
b) Follow net control's directions
c) Play music
d) Talk over others
Answers
1. A net control station. Net control directs the session.
2. Say your call sign when net control asks. Wait for the call for check-ins, then give your call.
3. Practice before an emergency. Nets build skills you'll need when it counts.
4. Skywarn. Skywarn nets support weather spotters.
5. Follow net control's directions. Net control keeps things orderly.
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